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FEPORT oF THE CIVIL ABRCIJALTICS EOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Arrcraft
Darine a Cross-country Pleasure Flacht

Pilot David Vearl Nuttell was fatelly injured and his wife, Ella L,
Muttall, received serious injuries in an accident which ocecurred about
15 niles east-northeast of Ely Airport, Bly, Wevada, between 9 15 a.m. and
1045 a.m. on August 1, 1943. [Nuttall held a commercial pilot certifacate
with single-engaine land, 0-3225 h.p., and flight instrucvor ratings. Ee had
flown approximately 1565 hours, around 29 of which were in the type of air-
plane invelved. Irs. Huttall was not certificated as & pilot, The air-
ceraft, a Rearwin 700C, NC 18023, owned by the pilot, was extensively
dsmaged.

Filet Nuttall, accompanied by his wife, tock off from the Ely Airport
gbout 9 00 a.m, on a cross-country pleasure flight to Prove, Utzh.
According tc I rs. Nuttall, they had planned to cross Creek Range via
Steptee Creek Pass, however, after entering the canyon the pilot attempted
to cross the mountsin at a higher peint slightly to the left of his
previously plannea course. Mrs. Nuttall stated that they were unable to
gein suffacient altitude to clecr the range and when 1t anpeared that the
canyon was getting narrewer, she called to her husband, "then ars you
going to turn around®' She said she remembered nothing further but dad
recall that the weatner was clear and calile There were nc known
witnesses to the accident, but evidence indicated that the aircraft struck
the ground on & road bed on 1ts left wing and nose at an angle of approxi-
mately 80°,

Examination of the wreckare revealed no failure of an art of the air-
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craft prior to the accidents The ignition sriteh was in the "off" positiom

and the monner in which the propeller vms broken incicated that no power was

being developed st the time of inmpact. Dual controls were installed snd
operative. The plane was loaded within 1ts placcrded limaits.

It appears that after entering the Steptce Creex canyon the flight path

was cltered and wos continued between nerrowing canyon wells toward ground

which rises 1500 feet above the point where the accident occurred, 8500 feet
above sea level. Apparently, when the pilot realized be could not clear the

rapidly rising terranin ahced, he either attempted to land in a small field
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nearby or tried to turn around and go back cnd 1n so doing stalled the plane,

The probcble eause of' this seccident was the pilot's poor Judgment m

ettempting %o cross the mountein range at 1ts highest point when me 115510108

his plennecd course would have troken haim over much lower terrain.

BY THE BOAFD

- /s/ Tied .. Tooncs
Sceretary

b



